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Central Powers, and, in order to co-ordinate their efforts
with those in Allied countries, the Petrograd Soviet de-
clared its intention of calling an International Socialist
Conference at the earliest opportunity.1

This declaration by the Soviet had a disastrous effect
on the way in which the Ministerial Statement of
the new Provisional Government was received in Allied
countries. British and French statesmen, unwilling to
differentiate between the two bodies and falling victims
to the force of their own propaganda, ended by mistrusting
both Government and Soviet alike. Neglectful of the
reports which were reaching them from their Embassies
in Petrograd and obsessed by the idea that German influ-
ence was rampant there, Great Britain and France
chose to suspect both declarations as being inspired by the
evil one. " The formulae of all these declarations are
ambiguous catches and cleverly laid traps, not invented in
Petrograd but imported from abroad, their origin being
clear ", Mr. Bonar Law informed the House of Commons
on May 30.

The Allied Governments did not want to believe that
Russia was out of the war, and ignored the continually
increasing volume of evidence which pointed to this fact.
For now both the Bolshevik and the Menshevik press were
clamouring for peace. " The passionate desire for peace,
peace of whatever kind, aye, even a peace costing the loss
of ten governments [i.e. provinces] is growing ever more
plainly evident", wrote a military correspondent in the
Rabochaya Gazeta, the leading Menshevik daily, at this
time. " Men dream of it passionately, even though it is

1 It was largely due to this resolution that the Dutch Socialist leader
Troelstra took the initiative, in April 1917, in summoning the so-called
Stockholm Conference. This gathering was barren of any concrete
result, chiefly owing to the fact that the Socialists of the Allied countries
were forbidden by their governments to attend it. There wore present
only representatives of Socialist parties of the neutral States, Germany,
Austria, and Russia.